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GUNS DESTROYED
WITH DYNAMITE

The British Pﬂak'a Two Suuce.ssfui
Sorties Near Latlysrini‘th.

RUMORS OF FICHTING
\

s

unii In

In(he Vieinity of Nehntn Nel
the Dircction of Iimberly—Yrits
Ishy, P'receded by Armored Troim,
Ativaneco on Colesburg — Sirong

Noer lrnn;n Cross thoe Tuzeln River

Lo Attnck Hritish Evconrt Colnmmn.

London, Dee. 0.—A s=peeinl dispateh
from Prelorln, doted Friday, Decem-
ber 8th, says 8,000 British troops, pre-
ceded by an armored train, are ad-
vancing on Celesburg [rom  Naauw-
paort,

EARLY MORNING FIGHT.

Lorenze Marquez, Delagon Bay, Dec.
9.—A dispatch from Pretorin, daled
Lo-day, soys:

“Reports have been recelved here of
fighling early this morning in the
vicinity of Sehnltz Nek, the biritish
atltncking General Uronje. IMghting is
Also reported Lo have oveured In the
diveetion of Kimberiey. it Is  pre-
sumed this Is anothicr sortie.
NTIIUBSIASTICALLY RECELVED.,

The Duteh-Germian arabulanece corps
has been enthusinstically vecelved, and
will be divided betweon Nataloand
the Free State (rontier.

DOIER LAAGEIRL DISCOVERED.

Cape Town, Thuradany, Dev. 7.
hundrped men of the noaval Lrigude pro-
ceeded (o the front to-nlght,

It I8 known that  the Boers  hove
eross-cul the emds of thelr Mauser bul-
lets, thus progdi £ oan efieet shimilae
to the dum dung

Malse and Warren and thirly
left the eamp nt Carnavon Lo-day
when four miles out sighted wpal
tnelve Biners, who sougiat cover,
of the Boers were wounded,
certnined that the Boors were in stiong
farce In n lnager and retlved (o his
base. This is the first hrush of Gone-
ral Gatacre's forces, and thay all eam o
to follow it up, .

SUCCEESFUL RIUTISIH SOITIN.

Boer Head Laager, Ladysmith, 1Prl-
day, Decomber B—The Uritlah troopd

nen

|

W

made a sortie betweein 1 ad 2 nclock|

in the morning. They crawled up o re-

vine and stormed and trried  Loin-
bard's Iop, which was held by the
Boers, and on which v Hucedsn
Crousot gun and a Mowi These

gunz were destroyed with  dynamile,
The British captured a Maxim gun wnd
then retlred,

The Lancers, Fiogears and  Chgireds
made o sgortle west of Ladysmith  at
daybrenk under cover af @ heavy i
tillery fire, which the Toers relurned
briskly. The Britlsh afterwards re-
turned to Ladyamiih. The Bocer lozscs
are reported 1o have been slight,

A strong Burghor cnlumn hins cross.
ed the Tugeln rivar al Colenzo with the
object,of atticking the British Bsteourt
column.

Major Erasmus nnd Tfeutenant Ma-
Ian will be tried by courtmartial in con-
nection with the loss of the gutis—

S.A.L.CONSDLIDATION

INITTAT: STEPS TAKEN YESTRR-
DAY RESULTED SATISFAC-
TORILY,

(By Telegraph to Virginlan-Pilat,)
Raleigh, N. €., De¢, 0.—The fnitinl
steps providing for the unifichtion ‘of
the Seaboard Alr Line system were
taken at the genernl meeting of the
stockholders of the Raleigh and Gaston
Rallroad Company, held in Raleigh to-
day. Iiesolutions were passed looking
to the early absorption by the Lialeigh
and Gaston of the Trfollowing roads:
The Raleigh and Augusta Alr Line rall-
road, the Durham and Northorn rail-
rond, the Roancke antd Tar River rall-
road, the Louisburg rallvoad, the Pitts-
boro rallrond, the Carolina Central rall-
road, the Palmetio rallvoad, the Ches-
terfleld and IKershaw  rallvond, the
Georgla, Garolina and Notlthern rail-
.road, the Logansville and Lawrence-
ville raliroad and the Seaboard Alr Line
Belt railroad and other ailled lines,
The lerms of acqulsition nve to he
arranged by the direclors, who are to
make thelr rveport to an adjourned
meeting of the stockholders, to be held
in Ralelgh on the 215t instant, W
PRACTICALLY UNANIMOUS.
The proceedings of the meeting wera
Rlmoat unanimous, ninety-nine and
clght-tenilis per cent. of the entire
stock voling In favor of_the plan.
Amung these present at to-day's meet-
ing were Iresident Willlams, Viee-
President and General Manager ‘St
John, Dirgetors Hoffman, Aiddendorfer,
Blackford, Johnson and Stronach, Gon-
aral Counsel Hon. Legh 1. Watls and
Judge Cross, of the well-known lnw
firm of Cowen, Croes and Bond, of Bal-
timore, counsel for the Consolidation

Bommitlee.

SITUATION SATISFACTORY.

Judge Cross and Judge Watts both
express themselves as highly pleased
with the progresa made to-day. Pres-
ident Williams says that the sltuation
is extremely satisfactory, and  that
there I1s nothing now that can materlal-
ly Interfere with the consummaution of
their plans for the operation as one
system of the eighteen separite rafl-
roads, which will constitute the Greater
Seaboard, whose lnes will reach from
Washington. and Norfolk on tha north-
east, to Jacksonvilie, Tampa, Tallnhas-
ace, Montgomery and Atlanta In tha
. South and Southwest,

; A Y
CERNIANY'S FOREIGN FOLICY.

WILI, BR' DISCLOSED IN THE
REICHSTAG TURESDAY.
(Copyrighted, 1599, Assoclated Press.)

Berlin, Dec. 9.—Next Tuesday will
be a great day in the Relchslag. The
budget debate will open and Count
Von Buclow will mnlke a full presenta-
tion of the opresent status of Ger-
muny's forelgn poliey. IXle will  deal
particularly on Samoa and the Trans-
vanl, and wll fankly scknowledge
the high wvhlue he attaches to the
fully established cordinl undersianding
between German, the Unlted States
nnd Great Wreitain,  1de will also show
the ahsolute need of o powerful navy,
The Helehstag will glve Count Von
uelow flattering evidence of lis con-
fidence, 'The ensuing debnte will be
most interesting.

A SERIOUS RUPTURD,

Information, which s considered
conclusive, shows that the nbolition of

the. anti-eoalatlon paragraph of the
political nssoclations law  has  pro-
dueed a serious ruplure belween the

Emperor nnd the Government and the
Right and Conservative narties, who
now acknowledge they were folled .in
nn attempt to oust Prince Hohenlohe,

Another Interesting result ls that
Dr, Nlipuel who, until within a few
months, wiclded the greatest influence
within the ecabinet over the Emperor,
is now definitely disgraced, to the ex-
tent that the Emuveror declines to
confer personally with him.,

FRIENDSHIP CEMENTED.

It Is probally nol too much to say
Lhut President Melinley's message will
have ting effect in  ecomenting
American-German  [rlendshin, A o=
nounced cordial and amicable tone to-
wiard 1 United States hus becomne
roneral in the German pross.  Count
Von Puclow's frank words to the Asso-

Halea u—:-I

|

clittedd Pross on the subject have heon
rupplemented by similar utler-
which he has made to sgveral

3, the most remarkable
ifste Nachriehten, in
I rweld the  traditional
fations slnoe Troderiek the
HE oon Blood attinity and re-
of culture, spoke in pralse of
United States attitude in sottling

the
the Stmon trouble, in permitting eable

Inying nod In the eonclusion of o par-
trealy, congratulnted the two
¢ removal of the friction
out'of the trouble with the In-
eomninles and expressed the
that the remolning eommercinl
diferences woulkd he seltled through
miutual good will,

BERLIN UNIVERSITY.

The Rerlin University shows 6,478 en-
rolled” students, bosides 4,453 auditors,
120 en rolled Amerlenns and 406 female
alitors.

The Empevor is now rausing the oroe-
tion of n high lron fenee behind monu-
ments In the Slegos. Alle, to prolect
them from mutilntion,

5 i
LI TES

CREAT RACE ENDED.

A WEBK OF NERVE-WRECKING,
RECORD BREAKING,
(Dy Telegraph Lo Virginlan-Pllot.)

New Yorl, Dee, 0.—Charles W, Miller,
(=) i

vago, the long distdnce champion
rider of the warld, and Frank Waller,
Lhc'?‘ml.g]mmn, won the six day bicycle
rice which began at midnight Inst Sun-
day at Madison Squuare Gurden, They
I]nJ:-:]lE:f at 10 o'clock to-nlght frst by
two lapz, with 2732 2-5 mies Lo their
CITIL Olto Mawa, of Erle, Pa.,, and
Arehie MeEeachern, the Canadian, were

gecond.  The leam Scores were:

Miller-Waller, 2,732.4; Maya-McEach-
ern, 3, i Gimm-Pleree, 2,733.1; IMlsch-
cr-Chevalier, 2,732.9; Slevens-Turville,
2,732 heaeh

tinson, 2,732.2: Schin-
%

'
eer-Iorster, 2,465.5.
Robert Walthout, the plucky  little
Geovglan, whose tewm partper, Jay
Fnton, dropped out of the contest
Tuesday, won the first nrize for the
high individual scove, having rid-
don 02 4-5 miles. He has  been do-
ing some wonderful riding in {he last
four days.
The indivi
to-night, v

dunl scores, as given out
ng follows:  Walthout,

1,401.8; Turville,  1,307.0; Waller,
1.385.2; ton, 1,370.8; Plerce, 1,370.3;
Figcher, 1,0707;  McEachern, 1,360.5;
Mayn, 1, Chevalller, 1.359.2:

Gimm, 1, + Baheock, 1 45 Miller,

i - Stovens, 1.3 TForster,
1, g Sehineer, 1,251.9; Aronson,
1,005.8, )

For their week ‘of nerve-wrecking,

record-breaking riding, Ailller and Wal-
lev, exclusive of Individual prizes, will
receive §1,000; AMaya and  MeRachern,
$700; Glmim and Tlerce, $400, and the
olthers, $00, $200 and $100,

Walthour will receive $5600 for thp in-
dividual ehampionship,

The scenc at the Garden at 10 o'clock
to-night was exelting when the win-
ners swept over the line, ending nne o1
the most sensational conlesits of  its
kind ever given In this eountry, Ten
thousand people snw the finish,

After’the race the seventeen prize
avinners were paraded about the tiank
Bobby Walthouwr, the Individunl p
winner, whao fli ed viding at 7144, a
paraded, and to him the erowd guve its
heartiest weleama, ¢

GEORCGIA FAVORS,

ELECTION OF‘.SF'.N',-\TI‘JI'IS BY THE
FPLEOPLI.

(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilat.)

Atianta, Ga., Dec, 0—The lower
house of (he State Legislature to-day
nidopted o resolutlon  memorializing
Georgia's Reovesentatives in  Con-
gresa to vole for and use their best
effortsa to secure the passaie of Sen-
ator Clay's bill. calling for n consti-
tutional amendment providing for ihe
clection of United States Senalors by
the peaple.

There was no dlssenting vote.

NOT GUILTY IS
ROBERTS” PLEA

Denies Jurisdiction of {nvestiga-
ting Committee of the House.

FIRST WITNESS HEARD

Uiah’s Congressman Concedes the Nxa

Istenipe of Itccord Wherelu He
Fleaded Gallity In 1889 Under the
tho Edmunds=-Tuclker ‘l.n\r. Hut
Donies Thot Mo in n Polyganint -

Committoe Moy go (o Utnl.,

(By Telegraph to Virginlan-Pllat.)

Washington, D, C., Dee. $.—The con-
sitderation of tHe case of Mr. Roberts, of
Utah, was resumed at 10 o'clock thls
morning by the House Investigaling
Commilttee, Mr. Roberts belng present
to plena to certaln specific interrogato-
ries which had heen framed. The pro-
ceedings continued to be behind closed
doors. Mr, Ttoberls wns first asked i
lie conceded the existence of the court
record wherein he pleaded gulity in
1850 under the Bdmunds-Tucker law,
This he conceded. He was next asked
whether about 1559 or sinee 1890 he had
married plural wives and had lived in
polygamous  relatlons in viclation of
law.

HOBERTS ENTERS DEMURRER,

To the whole of this charge Roberis
pleaded not gu[ll}'. and then demurred

is now maintaining the status of hus-
band toward her; that during nll of
these times he had living a lawful wire,
Loulsa Smith Iloberts, who also has
borne him ehildren.

A SUGGESTION.

It Is understood that the oppesition to

oberts has suggesied that the wives
JIth whom he s alleged to have main-
talned polygaumdus relalions be sum-
nonelt us witnesses. The first wife, it
is sald, would be exempt from testlfy-
Ing ngainst her husband, as she has a
legal status as wife, but this exeyip-
tion would not extend beyond Lhe first
wile. $

A sub-committes, conslsting - of
Meszrs, Morrls, Littlefield and Miers,
has been appointed to get up forms of
subpoenas, ete., in conuectlon with the
summoning of witnesscs,

MAY GO TO UTAH.

The public hearing went over until
Tuesduy morning at 10 o'clock and the
committee held a private session,

Mr. Tayler sald after the executive
sassinn that the committee wns consid-
ering whether it gshould go to Utah or
have the witnesses come here, and thot
no deelsion had been reached.

KENTUCKY CONTEST ENDED.

REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE QGETS
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION.
(By Telegraph to Virginian-Pilot.)
Frankfort, I{y.,, Dec. . —At*9:45 this

morning the election certificate of Wil

liam 8. Taylor was signed by the BElee-
tion Commissioners, and he was declar-
ed 1o be Governor-clect of entucly,

The oftlglal Ngures of the wvote [flled

with Eecretary of State TFluley arve:

Taylor, 103,714; Goecbel, 151,321, Tavlor's

pluorality, 2,383,

The operation, which ended for tas
timos being at least the bitterly fought
gubernatorinl contest, was condueted in
the simplest manner,. The majority
opinion of Commissioners Pryor and
Iilis and the minority opinion of Com-
missioner Poyntz, which were publish-

VETERANS ASK
INVESTIBATION

Inmates of Lee Camp Say They Are
Treated Like Paupers,

AFTER WIFE BEATERS

Two Nenntars Upposcid to Nnming n
Eattiesliip for Vieglnin — Oyator
Hed Wil not be Leascd—3re.

Whiltehend Wikl @ffer Bl to ran=

ish Wilo Nonters With tho Lash.

(Speclal to Virginlan-Pilot.)

Richmond, Vu, Dee. 9.—The scssion
of the two Iouses of the Leglsinture
to-day developed no spley debates, but
i petitlon was presented in the Sennte
which bids falr to starvt an investiga-
tion, unicss there I8 to be nothing .of
that nature indulged in, ns scemed to
be indieated by the refusal of the cau-
cus a few nighis ago to look into the
record of the Superintendent of the
Penitentiary.

The matter in hand is o petition
slgned by numerous veterans of Lee
Camp Soldlers’ Home,

These veterana complain that they
are belng “farmed oul” by the Com-
monwenlth, inasmuch as R, 1. Lee
Camp, of Iehmond, s glven entlre
cliirge over them. They urge the Leg-
Islature to make an fnvestigzation of
their conditlon and thelr treatment,
The veterans complain of the manner
In which Lhelr food Is served, but not
08 to the quantity. They state Lthey are
treated not ns men, who have been
heroes In buatile, but as commen pau-
pers.

While the petition s not vory elear
asg to what these vi 15 desire to be
done, It ecems that wish the Leg-
IElature Lo take the Holdiers' Home out
of the control of Lee' Camp and to
mitke 1t o State Institution.

Senator Oopie nsked that the resolu-
tlon Jie on the talle until Jlonday,
when he would offer a resolution pro-
viding for n epcelul comunlttee to in-
vestigate the churges of these veterans,

to the jurisdiction of the committee for
the following reasons:

IPirst—On the ground of violation of
constitutional rights, In that it attempt-
ed to try him for o erime without pre-
sentment of indletment by grand jury,
and without trial before o jury and due
process of law,

fecond—That it was an atiempt to
deprive hlm of hila wvested property
that he held in the emoluments of an
ollice for the full term.

Third—That the only evidence that
eould be rightfully considered in the
commitiee was a court record establish-
ing the guilt, confessed or proven, of
the Representative-elect, and that the
committee has no right Lo consider any
other evidence,

FPourth—That the erlme alleged,
namely, that of uniawrul relations with
women, gven if proven, would not con-
stitule a suflicient erime to bar . mem-
ber or devrive him of his seat, because
innpcence of polygamy or the relatlons
alleged are nowhere enumerated in the
constitution as a qualification for the
oflice of member of Congress, nor is it
named in any Unlted Stales lpw appli-
cabie to Utah or any other States.

ARGUES HIS OWN CASE,

Mr. Roberts argued these poinis for
nenrly two hours, referring to law
books ond answering queries. Tt was n
legal conlroversy throughout, the facts
nat being gone into at length, Mr,
Tloberts concluded by asking that his
prima facle right to a seat be at onca
considered, as the present status denled
to a sovercign Stale representation in
the House nt o time when injurlous
legislution nflecting that State might
take place.

FIRST PUBLIC HEARING.

The first of the public hearings In the
case began at 2 o'alek. At that hour
Lthe committer room was crowded with
members, representatives of the press
and a-delegation repregenting the Gen-
Lile element of TUtah, Mr. IRoberts sat
at the foot of the long committee table,
with documents piled up before him.
His secretnry was near at hand, bring-
ing him books and other data of refer-
enca,

WITNESSES AGAINST NOBERTS,

Chairman Tayler announced that per-
sons whe had participated In framing
the charges were present, and he asked
thut they be heard.

M. AL T Behroeder, one of the Gen-
tile delegation from Utah, said (t could
be estahlizhed that Mr. Reberts had
maintained, and 1s now malintaining,
the etatus of o polygamist: that in 1380
he pleaded gulliy of unlawual relations
with a woman, and had since that time
continued In that relation, Speclfically,
Mr. Schroeder =nid it could be cstab-
lished that theve had recently been born
chilldren to his polygamous wives,
among them baing twins born to Celln
Dibbla Raberts, the reputed sepond wife
of Lhe Congrezaman-elect. These chile
dren were reported to be born, he said,
August 117 1857, and, until this morning,
he had understood were acknowledged
by, Roberta as his. Tt could also be
shawn that he nas been holding nut Dr.

Maggle Shipp Roberts as a wife. and

ed tiis morning, ware not read, as was
the original intentiom Certificites will
be Issued to the glected men at once
by Governor Iradley.

GAME TO THE LAST.

Mr. Goebel was apparently In the best
of humor after being told that Mr, Toay-
lor's certificate had been algned. He
laughed and shook his head when ask-
aed if he had anything to say.

“Not a thing; I am not talking."

“When will you make a contest?"

The management of Lee Camp  de-
clare that the complaints of the vet-
erans hgve no foundation in fact, -‘l'lmy.J
have no objection to an inyestigation,
they sny, at any time,

BATILRESIIP VIRGINTA,

A somewhat interesting discussion
began when a jolut resolution came
over from Lhe ITouse calllng upon Prea-
ldent MceKinley to name the next first-
claza battleship for whiclh un apprapyl-
atlon Ia made “Virglula.” .

Senator Darksdale, of Halifax, at
once took the floor In oppositlon to the
resolution. Ia declared that he, for
one, wanted no battleship nnmed after
the Mother of States and Stateamen,
which the President might at any thne
sentl to tnke awny the lives and Hber-
ties of o struggling people.

Such n request from the Legislature
of Virginia, he held, would be construed
a8 an endorsenient of MelKinley's hm-
perialistic polliey.

Other Senators spoke in favor of tha
resolution, and when n vole was taken
only Senators Barkedale, Bland and
Massle were found opposing It

ed the printing of a sufficient number :
of copies for distribution among all the

members.  Several  members, among
them Alr, 1tynn, 3Mr. Powell and Mr,
Cardwell, opposed the metion.

Mr. Shelton, of Loulsa, favored the

printing of the bille, provided It would |

ot entail (oo great an expense on the
State, In his argument he declared his
beliet that the land-grabbers' oct, to
which he was evideutly opposecd, pre-
valled largely because of Ignorance of
the members as to the exact provisions
of the bill

The motion, however, -wos lost
vote,

on

INSANE ASYLUMS.

Afr. Hubard, of Buckingham, offered |

i concurrent resolution providing for
Lthe appointment of a joint committee,
composed of three Senators nnd four
Delegates, to investlgate and report on
the crowded coudition of the insane
asyluma, 1t was referred to the Com-
mittee on Asyviums and Prisons.
" This matter Is regarded ns one of
great Importance, and will doublless be
acted vpon promptly,
TO MERGE OPFPFICES.

Delegate 1. C. Folkes Is making a
big fight to prevent the merging of the
position of 1 r of the Land Oflice
with that of t soretary of the Com-
manwealth.

Alr, Folkes s

fully convineed that

there will bz no saving to the Statef

by the proposed change. He sald to-
doy he was convineed that many other
members of the Legislature were begin-
ning to sea the malter In the same
light. M IMolkes is positive now that
the office will not be abollghed.
VIRGINIA OYSTER BEDS.
There is no prospect of a bill being
pagsed Lo lease Lthe Virglnla ovster beds
to foreign people. The old members ot
the Legislature, as o rule, and mosl of
the new ones, who have become ne-
nuainted with the subject, are well

pleased with the report made by the
State Board of TFisherles. The uct
passed creating thls commission will

Le amended in gonme of the minor par-
tlieulnrs, but no materinl changes will
be maude.

It {s probable (hat provisions wiil be
made for o State Surveyor of Oyeéter
Grounds, Chairman Mathews, of the
House Committes on Chesapenke  and
Its T'ributaries, is heartily in fovor of
the erdatlon of this ofllce, "He thinks it
very essential for the grounds to be
surveyed and plats made. Mr. Mathews
thinks that the revenuesd from the

oyster Industry durlng the next fiseal|

yvear will be double (hat of Lhe last,
provided the commission is permitted to
carry on the work anlrendy mapped out.
ABPTER WIFE BEATERS.
Delegate John Whitehead, of Norloll;
will Introduce in the llouse Monday o
bill which will exclig tha livellest in-
terest, Tha bill, whieh provides for the
punishment of wife-beatera by whips
ying, with a specified yumber of lnshes;
wlll be prepared by Major Parks, of
Page, and will ba supported by Dele-
gntes Pllcher, of Fauguler; Feather-
stone, of Campbell, and other lenders,
My, Whitehead said to-day  that he
had long séen the necessity of such &
Imw, At present Lhere is nothing fov
a judge to do but to send  the wife
beoater to joll in default of his fine, nnid
this resulis In the wife spending hours
of hard work sewing or something alses
In order to get hor hoshand free again,
He Lhelicves the bill will become n law,
DELEGATE NEWBERNE'S I31LL.
Delegate Newborne, of Norfolk coun-
ty, whoza bill designed to abylish the
praclice of hailng has argused the
Blackaburg vadsats to protest, Is not in-
célined to discuss the resolutlon adopt-
ed by the students in answor to the
charge that one of the cadets hnd besy
haz:zd at the Institution, Afr. Newbérne
says he has no desire to enter Into n

course, cannot discuss when I do not
know it myself.'

The defeited candidate wos game to
the last, and if there was any ill-humor
in him nebody knew it but himself,

TAYLOR IS RETICENT.

AMr. Taylor was modest and retleent
as usual.

“1 expected §t, of courar,” he gald. "I
knew that if the commlssloners went
by the law and the evidence they could
do nothing else than decide the way
they have done.” i

T
RECIPROCITY TREATIES.

BETWEEN AMERICA AND FRANCE

AND AMERICA AND ENGLAND

(By Telegraph to Virgininn-Pilot.)

Washington, Dee. 9.—The reciprocity
treaties negotiated belween the United
States and France and belween the
United States and Great Britaln during
the past summer, the terms of which
have been carefully guarded, have at
last been printed. They were trans-
mitted to the Senale on Tuesday, and
will be taken up for consideration by
the Senate Committee on Forelgn Re-
lations at the first meeting of that
commilittes, which will probably be held
next Wedneaday,

The treaty with Great.Britain covers
the dependencies of Jamalca, HBermuda,
Barbndoes, British Guinia and Turks
and Caleos islands.

The IPrench conventlon Is made ap-
plicable to Alglers nnd Its products as
it is to FFrance and its products, - The
general terms of all the treaties are
practically the same, the stipulation
being In most cases that? “Iln case elther
of the contracting parties ehall, during
the econtinuance of this convention, In-
crease Lhe duties upon the Importation
of merchandise, the increase sghall be
without diserimination or prejudice
ngainst the products of the other.'

The British trealies provide for the
andmiszion to this country of cane nu-
gar and mmolaszes from Jamalea, Par-
badoes and Guinla at &  reductlon ot
131¢ ‘per cent. Jamaica; Rirmuda, Bar-
badoeg and Guin'a admit free of duty
cotton sepd products from ths Unitea)
States; Jamalea admits colton ssed oil
and cotton eloths at a reduced duty;
Bermuda, Barbadics and Guinia admit
cotton séed oll and oll caka f(ree of
duty, Spongeas anil fAsal grazs tmported
from Turks Island and Caleos are ad-
mitted to the United States at

LU

duction of 1215 per cent. of duty, 1

TR—AEASERES

A blll was Introduced by Scnator
Barksdale to malte telegraph companies
common carriera,

Senator Foster, of Norfolk, presented
A measure, which was referred,-to al-
low the Norfolk and Suuthern rallrond
to consolidate with the Virginia Beach
road,

TELEGRAPH COMPANIES,

Senator Burksdale further peesgented
a bill “to define and declave what shall
constitute i telephone, telegruph and
express company, Lo provide a method
for the determination of the value of
that property within this State for the
purpose of taxation, and to nnke it
penal for the companies or thelr agents
Lo refuse Lo furnizsh the informution
within their possession required by the'
terms of this act.”

This Is practically the snme bill that
was introduced and pas in the ousea
by AMr. Saunders last sesslon. 1t pra-
vides for the taxing of telegraph and
telephane companles, on the bazis of the
mileage In the Unlted Stiates,

SENATORS FOSTER ATTACKS.

Judge Mann, of Nottoway, offered a
Joint resolution, providing thit . comn-
mittee of five lawyers ol Lhe House and
three of the Senate be appointed to con-
alder all bills from Lthe standing com-
miftees and to puEs on their constliy-
tionality. i

Senator Foster attacked the resolu-
tion, and It went over untll Monday,

Senator TFlood Iptroduced a  bill
amending sections 3195 and 3196, of the
Code, relating to the disbarving of law-
yvers on proof that he has been conviet-
el of a felony, malpractice or any cor-
rupt unprofesslonal conduet.

The Sanate, in exccuiive sesslon, con-
firmed the appolntments of P. W, Nel-
son, of Albemnrls, and Thomas B,
Taine, of Mathews, for Superintendent
of Schooly,

"LANDOQRAREBERS'" LAW.

In ‘the House & number of bills were
Introduced, none of them, however, of
more than local inlerest, except one
offered by Mr. Powell, to amend the
“land grabbera’ " lnw.

The body d szeted thnt one thousand
coplea of the report of the Board of
Fisheries be printed.

ME, LYONS LOSIZS,

Alr, Lyons, of Norfolk, moved that
the clerk be Insi-upked to hava House
bills printed at the earliest moment nf-
ter their Introduciion by members, The
iea, as developed In  the dizaussion
that ensued, was to ald members in in-

or

telligent action on the virlous meas-. |

controversy, but addad that if oceasion

required, he comTT IIoRe L very full-aad|

complete reply to Lhe students, He does
not for an Instant believe that young
Pace, of Portsmouth, was not hazed;
he hns the word of the boy's [nther, a3
‘well as that of the young man him-
self, to bacl him at the outset, besidea
other Information bearing on the case,

RAILWAY CHARTER DESIRED,

A charter will be asked at this sed-
slon of the Legislature for a short line
of rallway from Smithville, Charlotte
county, to elther Kevaville, ten miles
away, or Drake's Branch, five miles
distant, At bolh polnts the voad would
connect with the Southern rallway sya-
tem. It is understood that Northern
caplial has b:an Intercsted by Charlotte
county men, who have been working up
sentiment in favor of a county sub-
seription to the stock of the praoposed
company.,

TISSUE BALLOTS.

KENTUCKY COURT OF APPEALS

DECLARES THEM ILLEGAL,

(By Telcgraph to Virginian-Pllat.)
Frankfort, Ky., Dec, 0.—At to-day's
gsession of the Court of Appeals the
tissue ballot ease from Ohlo county was
decided and was concurred in by four
of the seven judges. The court held

that all hallota should be nrinted on
white paper sufliclently thiek that the
printing cannot be distinguished from
the back, and {f ballots are used ut an
election which do not substantlally
comply with the law, the eléotion 18 not
conducted as required by law uand |3
invalid.

The oopluien of the court I3 too late
to affect the decision of the State Hlge-
tion Commis 1, bt sets n precedent
for tha State Contest Board,

MORE FOREIGN TERRITORY.
UNITED STATES MAY BUY DANISH
WEST INDIES, i
(By Telegraph to Virginian-FPilot,)

Washington, Dec. 9.—The Post will}
83y (o-morTow: i

The Danish government has made an
other elfort to sell the Danish Wes
Indies to the -United States. 'The p
position was lafd bafere the State
partment by o representallve . of
Danish Government, and the matte
now. under. consideration, The A

ureg propased. Tho motionscontemplut

ey

encountel
o)
fortifl




